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Celebrating the 150th Anniversary of St Peters Anglican Church in Queenstown

Sunday 1st of September marks the 150th anniversary of the first service held at St Peters Anglican Church Queenstown, built on the site donated to the Wakatipu parish by William Gilbert Rees.
The completion of the original St Peters and commencement of services in 1863 is being celebrated over the weekend of Saturday 31st August- Sunday 1st September 2013, and all current and former parishioners and friends are invited to attend.
The celebrations start Saturday morning with the “Gathering of the Community’ from the across the Parish. As 150 years ago, members of the parish, family, friends and interested public will be joining to walk, ride or sail to St Peter’s Church. For those journeying from the peninsula, walkers will be departing Kelvin Heights Beach at 10.00am, those from Arrowtown will start their bike ride at St Paul’s Church also at 10.00am.Converging  on the Boat Shed , Frankton Marina they will be joined by the Reverend Dr David Coles at 11.00am to walk the lake front to St Peters. Walkers from Sunshine Bay will leave the Reserve Fernhill Road area at 11.00am and those traversing from Arthurs Point will depart the Coronet Peak Hotel at 11.00am. Having completed the re-enactment of the first congregation gathering to the Parish at St Peters, games and crafts for the Families will be run along with a Sausage Sizzle and Soup to be served from 12.30pm – 1.30pm to replenish the weary travellers. The Registration Desk for participants of the weekends’ events will be open.
For people interested in learning about the history of early life here in the Wakatipu, the Queenstown and District Historical Society is pleased to present an illustrated talk on “ Other Congregations in the Early Days” and “ Heritage Buildings in Queenstown” A booklet and map will be provided, and if the weather is good small groups will walk to the landmark buildings around  the centre of town which illustrate and stand testament to the stories of our early settlers, finishing back at the Parish centre at 300pm for Afternoon Tea.
St Peters has been at the heart of Queenstown since 1863, and the early years will be recounted in a talk by Rosemary Marryatt, the Great granddaughter of William Gilbert Rees, the founding father of Queenstown. The insights from William Gilbert Rees’s diaries, paintings and family anecdotes will make the life and times of early Queenstown come alive. This will be followed by the opening of the Exhibition “Brides and Baptisms: a time capsule of gowns” to illustrate how life has changed and fashions have reflected this. The history of the Wakatipu Parish has also been captured in a book to mark the 150th Anniversary which will then be launched, to be followed by drinks and canapés in the Old Vicarage besides St Peters.
Come along from 5.00pm- 7.00pm to experience this celebration of Queenstown’s early beginnings and discover for yourself how life has changed since.
As noted in the book, the original wooden church was replaced in 1932 with the current iconic stone church, with the original wooden church moved to Omakau where it is still in use today as St Mary’s Leask St, Omakau.
A unique feature of the church was the installation of the organ in 1906 from All Saints Dunedin, which is still in use and is one of the finest examples of working historic organs in New Zealand.

On Sunday at 10.30, the 150th Commemorative service for St Peters will be led by Bishop Kelvin Wright, with four of the former Vicars taking part in the service
Everyone is encouraged to wear period costume to match the occasion of 150 years ago where everybody was keen to be seen in their Sunday best!

Within the service, the 150th Commemorative Banner made by the Queenstown Embroiderers Guild will be dedicated. Local Musician Mark Wilson has composed a hymn to mark the 150th Anniversary, which will also be performed within the service.

On completion, the congregation will be recorded with a group photo on the steps of St Peters, followed by the planting of a Golden Totara by representatives of the current congregation young and old.
After these celebrations, the Wakatipu Parish mid-winter dinner will be at Halo Café.

From 2.00-4.00pm “Brides and Baptisms: a time capsule of gowns will be open to the public for a gold coin donation, on display in the St Peters Hall, beside the Church. As this is such a unique collection capturing the history of our area, the Exhibition is going to be open from Monday 2nd September to Saturday 7th September from 11.00am- 4.00am. Entry is by Gold coin donation and homemade afternoon teas will be served daily for $5.
The Exhibition will be open on Sunday 8th September from 12-4.00pm for a final viewing, and chance to see part of the history of our community.
For Photo opportunities, interviews with specific areas of interest for your articles or simply more information, please contact the Vicar of Wakatipu, Dr David Coles or the Parish Office on 442 9391 or 027 442 8391, email vicar@stpeters.co.nz or admin@stpeters.co.nz or via our website www.stpeters.co.nz
